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p the Reſent ſtate of Nabil affairs, ; every honeſt 


1 man feels an anxiety for the welfare of his coun- 
try. The proſpect before us is alarming, but it be- 
comes us to meet the approaching evils with forti- 
. tude. We ſhall do this by enquiring into the real 

cauſe of theſe evils, by removing that cauſe, and 


Alleviating to the utmoſt of our power, the bad ef- 
5 mts which It has RS: . oy : 
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I will not ſay that the meeting of which you were 
the chairman, on the 14th} of July, has declared a 
falſehood to the world ; but you muſt permit me to 
point out to you in what it has been deficient, and to 
ſhew you that it has erred greatly, by not ſpeaking 
out boldly the whole truth. The meeting in its re- 
port declares, that A ſhort produce from the har- 
«veſt of laſt year, an ungenial ſpring and weather 
« exceedingly unfavourable to the hope of an early 
e harveſt, have created a ſerious apprehenſion, that 
ee the country has not a ſufficient ſtock of wheat till 
s the coming harveſt.” VV 
This is a part only of the true cauſes of the preſent 
ſcarcity. A bad harveſt, an ungenial ſpring, and an 
unfavourable ſummer, have happened before in this 
country, without creating ſuch an alarm as the pre- 
ſent; and indifferent external circumſtances the ſame 
inconvenience would not have been felt. The face 
is, that you have left out the material article from 


which the ſcarcity ariſes: the war the war is the _ 


chief cauſe of our diſtreſs. Whether you omitted 
this article from the fear of offending men, who are 
by many ſuppoſed to be the authors of all the preſent 
calamities, or whether you were atraid of telling the 

people this truth, leſt they ſhould join with one heart 
and one voice in demanding a ſpeedy end to be put 


to the horrors of this war—ſuch, or any other mo- 


tive, can hardly excuſe you to the public for omit- 
ting to ſtate the chief cauſe of our preſent diſ- 
treſs. 1 e 9 


By correcting your report, you may regain the | 


confidence of the public. State fairly the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. The 
cauſes of the preſent diſtreſs are the war, and the 
ſhort produce from the laſt year's harveſt. The ap- 
3 of its long continuance ariſes from the 
ate ungenial ſpring, and unſeaſonable weather, 
which give us reaſon to believe that this year's har- 
veſt will be a late one. The war has occaſioned the 
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ſcarcity by deſtroying the uſual ſupplies of corn to 
this country, and by ſending immenſe quantities 
out of the country. The uſual ſupplies of foreign 
corn have been ſtopped, both becauſe our neigh- 
bours the French (for I hold it blaſphemy againſt 
the God of Nature, to call any men our natural 
enemies), were competitors with us for the corn of. 
America ; and Poland the great granary of Europe, 
has been in too diſtracted a ſtate to ſupply both us 
and the immenſe armies kept on foot by the Princes 
of Germany. EN ET ( £e3 3g, 
Who then have occaſioned this ſcarcity ? Our- 
ſelves ! except thoſe, and there arc, I truſt, many 
thouſands among us; who can conſcientiouſly ap. - 
| =_ to the God of Heaven, and declare that they 
have always teſtified their abhorrence of the war. 


They who have not done this, muſt be content to 


to hear that they have been the means of bringing 
on, in ſome degree, the preſent ſcarcity. They 
Who have encouraged the war, who have offered 
their lives and fortunes in ſupport of this war, arc 
no bound in honour to come forward, and allevi- 
ate, with the fortunes which they offered, that diſ- 

treſs which they have partly occaſioned. . 


The mean of alleviating this diſtreſs is, if the 
heart is willing, eaſy to be found. The weekly 
_ conſumption of corn in London, I underſtand to be 
about 29,000 quarters, of which at leaſt 5,000 quar- 
ters are conſumed by perſons of ſufficient property 
not to require relief from their neighbours, The 
other 15,000 quarters, I ſhall ſuppoſe to be conſum- 

ed by perſons in circumſtances to require this re- 
lief: and as this allowance is probably much too 
large, my calculation will give relief to every per- 
ſon in real want. The corn may riſe to five pounds 
the quarter. I will ſuppoſe it at that price; and 
conſequently a ſum of money muſt be raiſed to pro- 
duce, at this rate, a ſufficient quantity of corn or 
other food. Fifteen thouſand quarters, at 51. coſt | 
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75, 00l. A weekly ſupply of food at this price may 
e wanted to the middle of October ; and we will go 
on the preſumption, that food for perſons in infe- 
rior circumſtances at a cheap rate will be wanted for 
twelve weeks. According to the above calculation, 
this food will coſt twelve times 75, oo, or 900, oool. 
This goes upon the idea, that the corn is to be given 
away: but it is evident, that among the conſumers 
of the 15,c00 quarters of wheat, there are many, 
| who can afford to pay ſomething for their fuſte- 
' nance, and of courſe a much ſmaller ſum will be 

| ſufficient to provide for their wants. 
The ſum of 75,000. only is therefore ie 
ly wanted. With this money, corn or any ſubſti- 
tute for it may be purchaſed from the dealers in the 
different articles ; but bread is the firſt thing requir- 
ed, and the firſt thing to be attended to. Let there 
be made then liſts of perſons in the different diſtricts 
of London, who ſtand in need of aſſiſtance. Let 
orders be given to the bakers for ſupplying theſe 
perſons with a certain quantity of bread at eight- 


pence, ſix-pence, four-pence, and two-pence, for 


the loaf which now coſts a ſhilling; and let each 
perſon be directed to the baker neareſt to him, who 
ſhall be bound to give theſe perſons bread of the 
fineſt quality that can be made. For the rich man 
may do well with bread of an inferior quality; but 
they, who cannot purchaſe meat, ought to have the 
greater quantity of ſuſtenance in the articles whick 
they do conſume. The difference between the price 
paid by the conſumer, and the legal aſſize, is to be 
made up out of the fund, which by theſe means in 
the courſe of a week will be decreaſed, probably to 
about 30,000l. for the ſecond week, 45,000. muſt 
be raiſed, and ſo to the end of the twelve weeks; 
and thus 570,000]. will be ſufficient to relieve us 
from all our alarms. Now ' conſidering the ſum 
lately given to the Prince of Wales, we may rea- 
ſonably preſume that parliament will not refuſe to 
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rant the whole, or part of this ſum for the relief of 
- TJeveral hundred thouſand perſons in real diſtreſs. 

But ſuppoſing that parliament will not give any 
affiſtance, a call may reaſonably be made on thoſe, 
who lately volunteered their lives and fortunes in | 

one of the city halls, I underſtand that there were | 
preſent at that meeting 1,500 merchants, among | 
whom were ſome worth ſeveral hundred thouſand 4 
pounds : and I might probably affront every one = 
there, if I ſhould ſay that any one was worth leſs 
than 2, oool. Let a requeſt then be made to theſe 
gentlemen, to contribute a twentieth part of their 
fortunes towards the relief of their poorer neigh- 
| bours : no one will then contribute lefs than 100l. 
and ſome will give from 10 to 20,0001. As the 
whole ſum will not be immediately wanted, their 
contributions may be paid by inſtalments: thus, a 5 
payment of ten pet cent. for the firſt gte e 
will raiſe more than the firſt 75,0001. and probably 
at the end of the twelve weeks, the pooreſt mer- 
cChant will not have been called upon for more than 
fifty pounds, 

Now, if we were to call upon the pooreſt mer- 
chant for a Tool, never to be repaid, I do not con- 
ceive, that, in point of honour, he would think 
himſelf . in refuſing this relief to his coun- 
trymen, to whoſe welfare he has devoted his life and 

fortune. But we do not requeſt him even to give 
this ſmall ſum: the loan of it only is wanted, and 
ne 545 probably be repaid the whole or the greater 
This repayment will depend upon an appli- 
alen to parliament; and according to the ſum 
voted by parliament, to the relief of the diſtreſſed 
inhabitants of London, the ſhare contributed by 
cach merchant will be diminiſhed. 

1 have now ſhewn you an eaſy mean for providing 
for our diſtreſſes; and every apprehenſion of cala- 
'mity may be removed by the wiſdom and fortitude 
oft the perſons CO-Opcrating on the preſent occaſion. 


Bread, 
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Bread, and other articles of food muſt be purchaſed 
of the proper venders of theſe commodities, and 
retailed according to a proper method in the diffe- 
rent diſtricts: every good citizen ſhould be called 
upon for his aſſiſtance ; and the greateſt attention 
ſhould be paid to the wants of every individual. 
But ſomething more is wanted than temporary 
relief. The minds of the citizens are alarmed, and 
no man can ſay that there is not juſt reaſon for 
alarm in the heart of every Engliſhman, There are 
faid to be houſes in and about this great city, into 
which Engliſhmen are ſeduced, and then confined 
In chains. Theſe houſes are called crimping- 
houſes ; and there is ſuch a deteſtation in the mind 
of every good citizen, againſt this infringement of 
his brother's rights, that unleſs proper ſteps are 
taken by perſons in authority to put an end to fuch 
abominable actions, it cannot be wondered at, if the 
zeal of Engliſh Liberty ſhould at times exceed the 
bounds of Engliſh Prudence, Hence there have 
been meetings of the people, by whom houſes ſuſ- 
pected to be concerned in this outrage on humanity 
he been burnt ; and ſoldiers have been called in, 
to——but I will ſay no more—I am an Engliſh- 
man. I recommend, therefore, to your meeting, 
to make a reſolution, that it conſiders all men as 
the enemies of their country, who are either the ſe- 
ducers of our poor countrymen into theſe houſes, or 
the maſters of theſe houſes, and conſequently re- 


ſponſible for the enormities committed in them, or 


the employers in any ſhape of the wicked men en- 
gaged in this trade; and that it will do the utmoſt 
in its power to bring theſe men to public juſtice. 
Thus the minds of the people will be quieted, 
and a great point will be gained by eſtabliſhing the 
confidence which ſhould ſubſiſt between citizen 
and citizen; for at preſent it grieves me to hear 
frequently in the ſtreets, expreſſions which imply 
that many of my fellow countrymen in poorer cir- 

e TY, 1 cumſtances 


cumſtances think themſelves negleQed or oppreſſed 
by the higher claſſes. e 
But this is not all which may be expected from 


you in this time of diſtreſs. It is not the price of 


corn only, which produces it: every other article 


has riſen in proportion; and the poor man's wages 
are not adequate to the ſupply of the wants ef a nu- 


merous family. A poor man beſides bread, wants, 


cheeſe, beer, ſhoes, ſoap, candles, and many other 
articles, all of which, by means of taxes, are enor- 


mouſly raiſed in their prices; and it becomes the 
State to conſider well, whether a better mode of 


ſupply may not be found than that, by which the 
poor man is now made to pay more than his ſhare 


to the expences of government. For in eſtimatin 


this real proportion, we are to conſider not only - 


what cach man pays out of his annual income to 


government, but what remains after this payment 


is made. Thus, ſuppoſe one man to receive for 
the labour of himſelf and family in one year gol. 
and another 5, oool. aſk yourſelves the queſtion, 


what ſhould each man pay to the government of his 


country. If in the family of the former there 
ſhould be ten perſons, in that of the latter only five, 
the conſumption of the former in bread, ſoap, beer, 


ſhoes. &c. &c. will bear a much greater propor- 


tion to his annual income than that of the latter; 
and conſcquently the poorer man pays a much 


greater proportion, by means of taxes, of his annual 
income than the latter: but the reverſe of this ought 


to take place; the richer man ought to pay in the 
greater proportion; and as yet ſuffcient attention 
has not been paid to this principle in taxation. 


II beg leave, therefore, to recommend to your : 
meeting, to petition the king to call together his 
parliament, to contider the real ſtate of the coun- 


try, to grant ſufficient ſupplies to relieve our diſ- 


treſſes, and to enquire after ſome means to lower 


the price of the neceſſary articles of life. I am 
1 55 J df” convinced 
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a wiſe government, than by taxes. on beer, ſoap, 


may be of a different opinion; and it by your means 


this queſtion, you will have done an eſſential ſervice _ 


Wedneſday, July 15, 1795. 


1 


convinced in my own mind, that a better ſubſti- 
tute may be found to raiſe the ſupplies neceſſary in 


leather, malt, candles, and other things requiſite 
to the poor man, and ſhould therefore recommend 
the immediate abolition of theſe taxes; but others 


parliament ſhould be led to a full inveſtigation of 


to your country. 
I make no apology for troubling you with this 
letter ; for I ſhould not have written it; but under 
the idea of performing the duty of a good citizen; 
and with this impreſſion on my mind I ſhall not 
{cruple to offer to you the future ſervices of 


Your fellow country man, 


W. TREND. 7 


INNER TEMPLE, 


